He’s Coming
BSFL: Matthew 24:9-44; Revelation 7; 22:12-14

AGAIN!
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By M. Dean Register

T

HE RETURN OF CHRIST
is a compelling and captivating
truth the New Testament frequently emphasized. Twentythree of the twenty-seven
New Testament books refer to this
magnificent event. Jesus testified He
would come again; and biblical writers
proclaimed His personal, visible, and
bodily return (Acts 1:11; 1 Thess. 4:16;
Heb. 9:28; 2 Pet. 3:10; 1 John 3:2).
Speculation about the second
coming continues to be a topic of
intense interest. We would do well
to remember, however, that the biblical writers did not speak of the
promise of Christ’s return to satisfy
our curiosity about dates and events.
Instead, they wrote of the promise
to fortify the believer’s confidence
regarding Jesus’ sovereignty and
faithfulness.
Biblical writers communicated the
Lord’s return by using vivid images
and striking metaphors that painted
graphic portraits of stunning significance. A truth is no less authentic and powerful when conveyed
through simile and metaphor than
when declared through proposition
and imperative. Consequently our
challenge is to explore some of the
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Warning His followers to be ready
for the coming of
the kingdom, Jesus
told the story of
10 virgins with
their lamps, waiting for the groom’s
arrival. Five were
prepared, having ample oil for
their lamps. Five,
though, were
unprepared, not
having enough oil
(Matt. 25:1-13).

Eschatology: noun; the study of last things—
including death, judgment, the afterlife, and the end

of the age. Christian eschatology focuses on the
return of Christ.
images New Testament writers used
to describe Christ’s second coming.
Specifically we can gain an overview
by examining selected images in the
Books of Matthew and Revelation.
Hatred and Persecution—An essential
aspect of Jesus’ eschatological teaching is a “present and future” tension.
His exhortation about mistreatment
and violence toward those who
followed Him carried specific relevance for first-century Christians
and continued relevance for future
generations (Matt. 24:9-10).
Although believers across the centuries have been the objects of hatred
and persecution, Jesus stated that mistreatment would grow intense and
excessive. Some believers today seem
surprised they must face the peril
of tribulation, but Jesus warned that
His followers would be persecuted
because of His name (v. 9). Such hostility will take a toll on some who
will “take offense”1 and “betray one
another” because they cannot endure
the harassment and cruelty (v. 10).
False Prophets—Deception and treachery will abound before Christ returns
(v. 11). The early church battled distortions of the truth about Jesus. The
church today must also stand valiantly

against heresy. False prophets seek to
extol an appealing theology contrary to
the uncomfortable rigor of full devotion
to Christ. Furthermore, false prophets
personify the metaphor of wolves in
sheep’s clothing (Matt. 7:15). They look
authentic, but behind the exterior lies
a deadly appetite intent upon destruction. They pose as Jesus’ followers, but
they neither teach the entire truth of
God’s Word nor walk in Jesus’ steps.
False prophets seek to draw others to
themselves rather than to Jesus.
Lawlessness and Lovelessness—When
people abandon absolute standards of
holiness and truth, the depth of depravity becomes limitless. The corruption
of virtue and the conscience will not
only increase, it will also drain love
from others’ hearts (Matt. 24:12).2 The
“cooling of love” is a somber image of
a dwindling passion for Jesus that not
only inflicted havoc upon the early
church but that will persist until Jesus
returns.
Endurance—Perseverance is a synonym
for endurance and is an essential word
picture in New Testament eschatology
(v. 13). Endurance is not a merit for
salvation but rather is a quality of those
who are saved. Believers will endure
because of God’s sustaining grace.
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Gospel Goes to All the World—Jesus
emphasized that the church’s mission
was to preach the gospel as a “testimony to all nations” (v. 14). He instructed
His disciples to engage in world-wide
evangelism. The summary phrase in
verse 14 “and then the end will come”
is not intended to provide predictive
power, but to underscore the significance of the mission.3 The phrase is not
a basis for pinpointing a precise time
between the launching of the mission
and the return of the Savior, but is a
call for obedience and faithfulness in
testifying about Jesus until His return.
The Days of Noah—Jesus compared
the time of His return to what life
was like during Noah’s day (vv. 37-38).4
While Noah constructed the ark, social
routines and family events continued unabated. The the activities Jesus
mentioned were not inherently sinful.5
Eating, drinking, and marrying are references to normal community practices. Noah’s generation was so engrossed
in the pleasures of the moment, however, that it neglected the priorities of
eternity. The point Jesus highlighted
was not so much the people’s licentiousness as it was the people’s lethargy
toward God’s warning.6 Consequently,
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when the flood arrived, the opportunity
of deliverance had passed for the fickle
and faithless individuals.
One Taken and One Left—Christ’s
return will involve separation and
interruption. An inescapable division between the saved and the lost
will accompany the second coming
(vv. 40-41). The Greek verb translated
“taken” refers to a divine initiative
pointing “to the salvation rather than
the destruction of the one ‘taken’.”7
The metaphor of taking and leaving
underscores the truth of vigilance for
every individual in every generation.
The Thief—Jesus used the metaphor
of a thief without its normal negative

overtones (vv. 43-44). Typically a thief
operates by stealth to take what is not
his. When Jesus returns, however, He
will claim what rightfully belongs to
Him. Using contrast and comparison,
Jesus declared His return would be as
unannounced as a thief entering a home
and at “an hour you do not expect”
(v. 44). Consequently the second coming of Christ calls for a comprehensive
directive to remain alert.8 Since no
one can predict a specific time for His
appearing, believers are to heed the call
to “wakefulness and preparation.”9
The Lamb—The illustration of Jesus
as the Lamb of God conveyed rich
theological significance for first-century believers familiar with Jewish
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sacrificial practice (Rev. 7:9-10). The
Book of Revelation refers to Christ
as the “Lamb” 28 times.10 The predominant emphasis is on the Lamb as
the victor over death. He shares the
heavenly throne with God the Father
and is worthy of praise and adoration
“from every nation, tribe, people and
language” (v. 9). The symbol of white
robes in this text depicts the purity of
salvation based upon the righteousness of Christ. The image of palm
branches denotes the festive joy
associated with the celebration of
thanksgiving for salvation from
the reigning Lamb.
The Alpha and the Omega—Jesus
applied the first and last letters of the
Greek alphabet—“Alpha and Omega”
as a symbol of His authority from the
beginning of creation until the end
of time (22:13). Powerful emperors
may oppress believers and tyrants may
silence their witness but no rivals can
thwart the accomplishment of Christ’s
work or hinder His return. He rules
and over-rules the decisions of nations
and the destiny of humankind.
Tree of Life—In Genesis 2, God
granted Adam and Eve access to
the tree of life, but their disobedience subjected them to death and
destroyed the privilege of physical
immortality. “The tree of life emerges again in Revelation, where access
to it once again represents eternal
life or immortality” (v. 14).11 The
tree represents Christ’s ultimate triumph and the eternal celebration the
redeemed will share—where there is
no more death.
Bright and Morning Star—The Bible
designates the morning as a time for
human activity and divine initiative.
Morning is both a literal and figurative
reference to new beginnings involving
either hope or judgment.12 Jesus referred
to Himself as “the Bright Morning

ILLUSTRATOR PHOTO (35/85/71)

Left: The last
emperor of the
Flavian Dynasty,
Domitian (A.D.
81-96), was one
of the early
persecutors of
Christians.
Above: This amphitheatre on the out-

Star,” a messianic title in conjunction
with “the Root and the Offspring of
David” (v. 16). In Middle-Eastern culture the morning star was the brightest
star shining against the canvas of darkness just before the breaking of dawn.
By using this title, Jesus was offering a powerful personal testimony that
His return and His reign would dispel
the shadow of despair and the darkness
of evil. He is coming again with an
invasion of illuminating righteousness.
He’s Coming Again—In contrast to
the obscure and mostly humble
first advent of Christ, His second advent will be stunning, surprising, and spectacular. He came
first as the suffering Savior. He is
coming again as the conquering
Christ. We cannot coerce all the
adjectives to describe the details
of His return, but we can live in
faith and confidence that He will
keep His promise. All the symbols, metaphors, and similes paint
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a triumphant picture that shouts
“Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus!” i
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